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interfere in the case of Cuba and the Philippines,
though it has come to no similar decision in regard
to Mexico.

(B) It is also the part of the State, as a moral per-
son, to be a goodparent, and to see that its activities
are so carried on, that posterity thrives better in body
and mind. The general will has difficulty in coming
to a decision as to the promoting of good. There is
at times a fear that the conferring of a benefit by
the State may weaken the individual character, as
in the case of old age pensions; but there is a much
more definite opinion and ready expression of the
general will, in regard to the putting down of in-
jurious conditions. The pains that are taken, in
regard to the conditions of work in factories and
mines, to the water supply and the conditions of
housing, are abundant evidence as to the readiness
of the general will to put down evils, when they are
clearly recognised as evils which it is practicable to
meet.

There is, however, a serious difficulty where the
public mind is not made up. There is a general
consensus of opinion that over-indulgence in alcohol
is very prevalent and that this is the cause of much
suffering and crime; but there is no general agree-
ment that alcohol is in itself an evil, and that all
indulgence in it should be put down, nor even as to
the best means of permitting its use while guarding
against its abuse. So long as there is such difference
of opinion on the subject, and while there is no